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Voter
The League of Women Voters
Of Fremont, Newark and
Union City
Happy Easter

POPULAR VOTE FOR PRESIDENT?
CONSENSUS MEETING
April 20
At Carolyn Hedgecock’s home
4677 Sterling Ct.
Fremont
7:00 PM
Is the electoral college provided for in the U.S. Constitution?
Would the Constitution have to be amended to do away with the
electoral college?
Would the weight of votes be changed if the electoral college
were eliminated?
Come get answers to these questions and much, much more.
Please bring your February, March and April Voters to this meeting.
These four men won the presidency with fewer popular votes than their opponents.

John Q. Adams

Rutherford B . Hayes

Benjamin Harrison

George W. Bush
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Dear Fellow Leaguers:
Our March program on the pros/cons of the death penalty was one of the best that we have had. LWVUS has
taken a position opposing the death penalty, however, we, in true league-like fashion heard from both
sides. The forum started out with an excellent pro/con presentation by two of the James Logan High School’s
Forensic team members, Justin Chan and Patrick Berger of James Logan High School forensic team. The audience members were very impressed by the articulate and confident presentation by these young movers and
shakers of tomorrow. Afterwards, we heard from Natasha Minsker, Death Penalty Policy Director of the ACLU
of Northern California and Angela C. Backers Senior Deputy District Attorney. We had the opportunity to utilize
our newly purchased projector.
The April program will be a consensus meeting on the National Popular Vote Compact study. We hope you
have been reading the articles related to this topic so that you can be prepared to provide your informed input
towards arriving at a possible consensus. We do plan to hold a forum in very early May related to the upcoming
May elections. Do let us know if you want to work at the polls. We have been invited by various organizations
to make presentations related to the May elections. If you know of any group that would like to have us speak on
this or other related topics- please contact us.
LWV of California will be holding its biennial convention in May in Long Beach, if you want to attend, do let us
know. Meanwhile, we continue with our civic engagement and have read testimony for housing as well as sent
in letters of support for a bill in the State senate related to water issues. You can find out more about our advocacy by attending the Action committee meetings which are held at 12:30 on the first Thursday of the month.
And Spring is here! The sunshine and lovely flowers help to take our mind off of the economic woes and worries
and instil hope, optimism and new ideas to face all of these daunting challenges.
—-Syeda R Yunus, President
The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement. Join LWV and
be directly involved in shaping the issues that keep our community fair, vibrant and strong.

BOARD BRIEFS
● At the March 19, 2009 Board Meeting, the Board:
● Discussed the Board’s email voting process – the plus’s and the minus’s.
● Listened to Sandi Pantages, Fundraising chair, outline a fund development plan.
● Learned that we had been awarded another Homeowners elections job.
● Voted to accept proposed revision on our non-partisan policy.
● Appointed Syeda Yunus to the Environmental Services Commission, formerly filled by Muriel Nolan.
● Finalized a date for additional training of Parliamentary procedures – to be held in May.
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Marilyn Singer
Honored by Niles Rotary
with the Paul Harris Fellowship Award

A long time member of the League of Women Voters of Fremont, Newark & Union City, Marilyn Singer was honored
with the Paul Harris Fellowship Award, at the Niles Rotary meeting on March 19, 2009. Ms. Singer was given the
award for her long time committed community involvement in Fremont.
Named after Paul Harris, founder of Rotary in 1905, the award along with a plaque, pen and citation was presented to
Ms. Singer. The award is only given when there is a $1,000 donation to The Rotary Foundation. In this case, Don Dillon, former Mayor of Fremont and long time Rotary member donated $1,000 to The Rotary Foundation in honor of
Marilyn.
The Rotary Foundation, run by Rotary International, funds an expansive variety of human service projects all over the
world. The projects range from providing clean water to villages, to eradicating polio, to hundreds of very specific projects in health and humanities that save lives. The Rotary Foundation funds the most extensive scholarship program in
the world.
As we all know in the League, Marilyn is a committed community member. It’s nice to know that others in the community recognize it too!
—-John Smith

BOARD MEMBERS SOUGHT FOR REWARDING JOBS
Are you interested in becoming a board member? There are jobs available for people interested in either Board or off
Board service. If you are interested, please contact Nominating Committee Chair, Sam Neeman.
samneeman@comcast.net

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Pauline Weaver who did an excellent job of moderating a red button topic at our March meeting.
Congratulations to the James Logan Students, Justin Chan and Patrick Berger, members of James Logan High School’s
Forensic team.
—-Syeda Yunus

Register now for EdSource's April 17 Forum in Irvine and save $10
What's Next? Big Issues for California and for Education

The budget that passed will shake up school funding in many ways. EdSource has assembled some of the
most knowledgeable and influential California educators, policymakers, and analysts to discuss the big
questions about what to expect next. Register now online, by phone (650-917-9481), fax (650-917-9482,
use the registration form on the Forum page), or email (edsource@edsource.org). Register before March 20
and save $10! Check our Forum page for session topics and speaker bios.

Your Online Shortcut to School Finance Resources

The green "School Finance" box on our homepage is your shortcut to EdSource updates and online resources for understanding and explaining the impact of the state budget on California schools and districts.
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ACTION COMMITTEE

stimulus money for any rail projects.
Andrea will track any stimulus money
that may be allocated locally.
Syeda testified to the Fremont Council
on 3/3 on housing and will put the
testimony on the website. The Housing Element was passed and sent to
the State. Fremont Council has approved a 2 year 10% reduction in
impact fees to lure developers. There
is a 25% decrease for the CBD. Jobs/
Linkage fees were not accepted. Andrea will forward us a piece on Becaro
and mobile home parks. We will conCommunity Resources for Independ- tinue to monitor this and advocate for
all possible affordable housing. We
ent Living (CRIL) would like a joint
should watch for opportunities to tesforum on the propositions. We will
offer them a CD of Voting Matters pro- tify on this issue.
gram.
Observers report that the audio for
Ohlone board meetings is poor and
Reports from Specialists:
that the background materials are
Jean Holmes noted that shifting State incomplete. Meetings may be reduced
to once a month.
funds is not a good way to balance
the budget. We will need to inform
SB810 is the new version of SB840
Voters that all propositions on the
and League will support it.
May ballot will need to pass so the
budget will pass. The State needs to
We are still trying to find and possibly
get rid of a 2/3 vote on financial isre-assign observers.
sues.
At the March Action Committee meeting the committee decided that the
President will screen all requests for
speaking engagements and pass
them along to the appropriate person.
Syeda will fill a request for a speaker
for the Kiwanis Club received from
Tom Blalock. They would like a pro/
con on the May ballot propositions on
March 21 at the Marriott. She will do it
with perhaps another League member
with a working title “ Have You Been
Propositioned Lately?”

Alex Starr and Sets Amman noted
that we do not yet know if here is

port. All job descriptions should be
reviewed and sent to Sam.
Miriam is getting sign-ups for interviews. She will send out copies of old
questions. We have questions for
state interviews.
Kay lined up the following Voting Matters topics for programs:
March 11th- double tape with State
Propositions (Alex, Sam, Andrea) and
CRIL
(Sam)- Ohlone runs.
April- Propositions run
May- BART runs
June- CRIL runs
Andrea will get “One Stop” info to Kay
for a possible program.
We should watch the Masonic Home
project in Union City.
David Kears, Steve Waterhouse and
Carl Guardino will be our recommendations to the Board for Annual Meeting speakers.
Next meeting: April 2 at 12:30 at
Kay’s house.
—-Alex Starr

Sam is working on Facts for Voters
and the revision of the observer re-

MAY 19 ELECTION
LWVC POSITIONS

Proposition 1A is touted by its proponents as the way to bring stability to the budget process.
OPPOSE
Proposition 1B would restore cuts to our schools and community colleges.
NEUTRAL
Proposition 1C attempts to raise money for the short term by selling bonds that would be paid off by future lottery
revenue.
OPPOSE
Propositions 1D and 1E would temporarily take funds from early childhood and mental health programs.
OPPOSE
Propositions 1F would prevent pay raises for legislators and state-wide constitutional officers during budget deficit
years.
NEUTRAL
For more complete information, visit the LWVC website.
4

LWVFNUC VOTER

April, 2009

5

LWVFNUC VOTER

April, 2009

6

LWVFNUC VOTER

April, 2009

7

LWVFNUC VOTER

April, 2009

8

LWVFNUC VOTER

April, 2009

9

LWVFNUC VOTER

April, 2009

10

LWVFNUC VOTER

April, 2009

It’s easy to JOIN the LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
Any person, man or woman, who subscribes to the purpose and policy of the League may join. To be a voting
member, one must be at least 18 years of age and a U.S. citizen.
Annual dues includes membership in Local, Bay Area, California and National Leagues.
Make your check payable to: LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS and mail it with this form to:
LWVFNUC–MEMBERSHIP, P.O. Box 3218, Fremont, CA, 94539
_____ Individual Membership - $60_____Household - $90______
Donate to LWVNUC $ ____
Donate to Ed. Fund $_____
Total enclosed$________
Name(s)______________________________________
Address_______________________________________
Phone____________________
E-mail______________________
New Member_____
Renewal_____ Transfer
from_______________________
Dues and contributions to the League are not tax deductible. Contributions to L.W.V. Ed Fund are deductible to the extent
allowed by law. For more information, or for confidential financial dues assistance, please contact: Sarabjit Cheema—
sarabjitkaurcheema@yahoo.com

Mission Statement

The League of Women Voters of Fremont, Newark, and Union City, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active
participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through education and
advocacy.

Diversity Policy

LWVFNUC affirms its commitment to reflect the
diversity of our communities in our membership
and actions. We believe diverse views are important for responsible decision making and
seek to work with all people and groups who reflect our community diversity.

LWVFNUC Voter
Published 10 times a
year by the League of Women Voters
of Fremont, Newark and Union City.
PO Box 3218
Fremont, CA, 94539
510-794-5783
President:: Syeda Yunus
Treasurer: Carolyn Hedgecock
Editor: Vesta Wilson
Office Hours:
The LWVFNUC office address is:
3375 Country Drive
Fremont, CA
Materials are available 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM with
permission of a board member.

NOTABLE WOMEN IN
HISTORY
PHILLIS WHEATLEY

Phillis Wheatley (1753 – December 5, 1784) was the second
published African American poet whose writings helped create
the genre of African American literature. She was born in
Gambia, Africa, and became a slave at age seven. She was
purchased by the Boston Wheatley family, who taught her to
read and write, and helped encourage her poetry. The 1773
publication of Wheatley's Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral, brought her fame, with dignitaries such as
George Washington praising her work. Wheatley also toured
and was praised in a poem by fellow African American
England
“
poet Jupiter Hammon. Wheatley was emancipated by her owners after her poetic success, but stayed with the Wheatley family until the death of her former master and the breakup of his
family. She then married a free black man, who soon left her.
She died in poverty in 1784 while working on a second book of
poetry, which has now been lost.
Twas was mercy brought me from my Pagan land,
Taught my benighted soul to understand
That there’s a God, that there’s a Saviour too.
Once I redemption neither sought nor knew.
Some view our sable race with scornful eye,
Their colour is a diabolic dye.
Remember, Christians, Negroes, black as Cain
May be refin’d and join th’ angelic train”

—Phillis Wheatley
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WATCH VOTING MATTERS

Tune in to watch LWVFNUC League Members Alex Starr
and Andrea Schacter discuss the May 19th Special Election.
Fremont, Channel 29, every Wednesday at 7:30 PM
Newark, Channel 6, every Thursday at 7 PM
Union City, Channel 15, every Thursday at 9:30 PM
Hayward, Channel 28, every Monday at 9:30 PM

Visit our website:
http://www.lwvfnuc.org

CALENDAR
Thurs., April 2

Action Committee

12:30—2:00 PM

Kay Emanuele’s home

Fri., April 10

Education Committee

9:30—11 PM

Ann Crosbie’s home

Thurs., April 16

LWVFNUC Board Meeting

7:15 PM

Cultural Arts Center

Mon., April 20

Voter deadline

Mon., April 20

General Meeting— Consensus Meeting

7:00 PM

Carolyn Hedgecock’s home

May 15—17

LWVC Convention

Long Beach
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