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January, 2009

Voter
The League of Women Voters
Of Fremont, Newark and
Union City

ANNUAL PROGRAM PLANNING
POTLUCK
At Syeda Yunus’s home
1744 Corte de Orinda
Fremont
January 12, 6:30 PM
Please contact John Landers to tell him what you will bring.
656-8877 or jolanders@sbcglobal.net
What do you want to see on the agenda for the League in California
for the upcoming biennium?
As a valued member of this grassroots organization, you have the opportunity and
the responsibility to indicate the issues on which you believe the state League and all
local Leagues in California should focus their time, talent, money, and reputation.
We hope you use the program planning process as an opportunity to think strategically
about the work of the League on the state level. Consider where there is the most need,
where we will be most effective, and what activities best serve our mission. And consider the indirect impact of these choices, particularly on membership recruitment and retention, fundraising,
and our reputation—all of which are crucial to the future of your local League as well as that of
the LWVC.
—-LWVC
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President’s Message for the January 2009 Voter
Dear Fellow Leaguers:
Happy New Year!! We had a very enjoyable Holiday Celebration where we were first hand witnesses to
some of the most talented people in our League and had a smorgasbord of tasty items. Thanks to all who
participated especially to Marilyn Singer for organizing and to Miriam Keller for hosting.
I hope you are recovered from the Holiday Season and the New Year’s festivities and ready to implement our
goals for the rest of the fiscal year ahead! We have much to do and many issues to address. We start the
year off with Program Planning on January 12th – an annual grassroots process where all of you are invited to
provide input into our priorities and to set goals. We are holding the Program Planning meeting in my home
so I am extending a personal invite to you to join us and let us know what is important to you. If you want to
get involved in more depth, you can also join the Action Committee or the Education Committee. They too
will have meetings in early January. You can click on the calendar link on our website at www.lwvfnuc.org to
get specific times and dates.
Our state League, LWVC, is in the process of formulating its strategic plan and has asked for feedback. Strategic planning and general ongoing evaluation of strengths and weaknesses is critical for the health of any
organization. For more information about this process and how it may impact LWVC, please visit the members only website. You can contact LWVC or our League to provide the URL address.
You are also welcome to any of our Board Meetings which are held at our new office at the Fremont Cultural
Arts Center on 3375 Country Drive on the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm. The League embodies the
best values of our democracy and is a staunch advocate of civic engagement and government accountability.
The crucial role the League plays in our community can only happen with your support.
Once again, Happy New Year to all.
Syeda R Yunus, President
The League of Women Voters is where hands on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement .
Join LWV and be directly involved in shaping the issues that keep our community fair, vibrant and strong.

At the December 18th Board Meeting, the Board:
x Approved the minutes of the November 2008 Board meeting; heard committee reports, President’s
report and Treasurer’s report.
x Agreed to print Guide to Government one more time before having it only on the website
x Appointed Alex Starr as Director with responsibilities for chairing the Action Committee and the
Leadership Trainer.
x Discussed the importance of keeping more statistics regarding our activities. We know that we distribute at least 10,000 affidavits, filling 149 boxes throughout the Tri-City Area but we need to
keep more statistics about how many people we register to vote.
x Arrived at consensus regarding upcoming programs – please see calendar for more details.
x Discussed ways to increase membership.
Minutes, Treasurer’s report and President’s report should be available on the members only website at
www.lwvfnuc.org.
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ACTION COMMITTEE

Our December meeting was a lunch highlighted by Lara York’s presentation to us about school finances in Fremont.
FUSD has wisely used a 3% reserve fund level instead of the usual 2% of most districts. This has helped them in this
time of budget crisis. However, no school district is out of the woods financially. Dependence on the state budget has
complicated everything for school districts since there has been no action taken yet in Sacramento to address the budget
shortfall. As Lara mentioned our state standards are high but the funding per student is low. Much constraint exists of
where and how to cut expenses to meet the goal of a balanced budget because of contractual obligations. So far no one
has come up with a realistic plan to solve this issue. Lara shared with us many scary statistics. Among them were: California educates 1 in 6 children in the USA; Prop 98 guaranteed funds were suspended two years ago; our state ranks
46th in per pupil funding which is exacerbated by our high cost of living and diverse student body; FUSD will receive another interim budget report in January and the news will probably not be good.
At the next Action meeting we will discuss our recommendation to the board as to whether or not to support a study of
the state prison system. Several Leagues have asked for local support for this at the 2009 LWVC convention. Concern
was voiced that the scope of the proposed study might be too big and should be confined, but how? At the next meeting
we will also discuss who will head the interview team for newly elected and re-elected officials. There was also a request
that members look at the Government section of the LWVC update to keep up with details of the continuing California
budget crisis.

And finally, a reminder of the LWVBA Bay Area League Day on January 31st in Oakland. Topic is Water. As usual the
speakers will be very good. Traditionally we have paid for our members to attend while they take care of their own
lunch fees. We hope the board will continue this policy.
—-Alex Starr

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE BAY AREA
Water: California’s New Gold
2009 Bay Area League Day
Saturday, January 31, 2009
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Registration and refreshments: 9:00 – 9:30 a.m.
MetroCenter Auditorium, 101 Eighth Street, Oakland, CA 94607
Faced with a changing climate and a drought cycle in California, the Bay Area has a critical opportunity
to plan for the future use of water, a finite resource. The demise of a healthy Delta system has raised the
question of water use, diversion and storage. Can the Delta fisheries be restored while the farmers
continue to use 80% of the water supply passing through the Delta? Is there a conveyance system that can
provide protection for the fisheries and an adequate supply of water for the farmers? Can the choice of
crops affect the water usage? Should all water users be required to have water meters? These are the
questions we have — come to Bay Area League Day and join the discussion in the search for answers!
Keynote Address: State of the Delta and Water Resources
Lois Wolk, Newly Elected State Senator and State Assemblymember (2002-08)
Delta habitat: Can a healthy Delta habitat be restored?
Christina Swanson, Executive Director, Bay Institute
Crop choices: Can California be more water-wise in growing crops?
A.G. Kawamura, Secretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture
Heather Cooper, Research Associate, Pacific Institute
Levee maintenance: What are the threats to the Delta levees?
Raymond B. Seed, Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering, UC Berkeley
Regional-conveyance of water: Who owns the waters of the state?
Katherine Kelly, California Department of Water Resources
Bay Area regional perspectives of the Delta Vision:
Kathleen Van Velsor, Project Director for Water and Land Use Studies, ABAG
This year’s Bay Area League Day is made possible in part by the East Bay Municipal Utility District.
Җ------------------------------------ REGISTRATION FORM ----------------------------------------The price of this year’s Bay Area League Day is $25 ($15 without lunch) before January 23, and $30 ($20
without lunch) after that. To register, please write check payable to “LWVBA” and send with this form to
1611 Telegraph Avenue, Suite 300, Oakland, CA 94612.
Name: ____________________________________ Local League: ____________________________
Phone: ____________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________
Registration is also available online at www.lwvbayarea.org.
For more details, call (510) 839-1608 or send an e-mail to editor@bayareamonitor.org.
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Breathe Easy: Air
District No-Burn
Rule Now in Effect
By Chris Ingraham
Given the comparisons of Presidentelect Obama to FDR, it’s not unreasonable to wonder if Obama will reprise
Roosevelt’s weekly Fireside Chat. But
if he does so this winter, in the Bay
Area he might need to do so in front of
a natural gas fireplace. The Bay Area
Air Quality Management District is now
enforcing its wood burning regulation,
which prohibits homes and businesses
throughout the nine-county region from
burning fires outside or in chimneys
during days of particularly low air quality.
The new regulation began as a hotly
debated subject at public workshops
last year, when the Air District showed
preventative concern for the diminished
quality of air during Bay Area winters.
Over a series of these workshops, people weighed in on the Air District’s proposal to prohibit residents from using
their own fireplaces in order to preserve healthful winter air. Some people
showed concern about an unjust invasion of personal liberty, but the vast
majority agreed that air quality during
the winter months has become sufficiently problematic to justify a new,
stricter regulation. Last July, Regulation
6, Rule 3: Wood-Burning Devices,
passed successfully before the Air District’s Board of Directors. The new
regulation on wood-burning devices is
now in effect.

January, 2009
period, fine particles 2.5 microns in
diameter or smaller surpass 35 micrograms per cubic meter of air, then that
air is deemed unhealthful. In the Bay
Area, these levels will probably be
reached about 20 times between now
and the end of February, and on those
Winter Spare the Air Alerts, residents in
the nine counties will be banned from
burning fires.

Asthma, bronchitis, recurrent coughing
and shortness of breath, among other
ailments, are often exacerbated by
poor air quality. Mortality rates and
hospital admissions due to lung and
cardiovascular problems are higher on
days with high quantities of particulate
matter in the air.

The Air District and its growing body of
supporters hope that the new regulation will provide a manageable solution
The new regulation also: requires
to preventing extreme pollution. Succleaner burning EPA-certified stoves
cessful existing “no burn” programs in
and inserts in new construction and
San Joaquin Valley, Sacramento, and
remodels; limits residential and comPuget Sound, Washington, offer strong
mercial “black” smoke exceeding 20
percent opacity; prohibits the burning of precedent, suggesting that the new
garbage, plastic and other harmful ma- regulation here will serve its purpose.
terials; and requires that firewood sold
in the Bay Area be labeled with disclosures about its moisture content, and
that manufactured logs or pellet fuel be
labeled with announcements about the
no-burn rule.

According to Kristine Roselius, a
spokesperson for the Air District, plans
are in place to advertise the rule
through a comprehensive outreach
program. Spots on TV, in print, on radio
and online will join commercials in
movie theaters and signage on milk
cartons. In particularly vulnerable areas
— usually those that sit in a valley, like
Napa, parts of Marin, Campbell and
other areas of Santa Clara County —
roaming recumbent bikes will advertise
the rule and the days it comes into effect. Letters are being sent to hotels,
realtors, restaurants and other commercial enterprises. There are exemptions for buildings or homes whose sole
source of heat is wood, and for outdoor
grills, pizza ovens, and barbecues. For
enforcement, the Air District will send
inspectors to targeted areas to look for
The rule is designed to reduce danger- wood smoke rule violations. There is
ous emissions caused by wood smoke, also a hotline, 1-877-4-NO-BURN, for
which on especially bad nights acpeople to find out the burning status
counts for a third of the fine particulate and make a complaint. Just don’t tell
matter in the air. Particulate matter is
your neighbor you’re tattling; after a
what you see when you see a filmy
first-time warning, fines from several
layer of haze hanging over a valley.
hundred to several thousand dollars
Basically, it’s stuff that’s not air — in
may be levied.
the air. In 2006, the federal government
set a new standard for unhealthful air, One in seven Bay Area residents suffer
based on the density of particulate mat- from a respiratory illness that makes
ter. If, on average over any 24-hour
them susceptible to wood smoke.

Will You Be Our Focus
Group?
On Thursday evening, January 29th
there will be a presentation on affordable housing at the League office in
the community building on Country
Drive at 7 PM. The purpose of the
meeting is to get feedback on a presentation that has been prepared by
members of an ad hoc group called
Advocates For Affordable Homes.
The group is planning to hone a
presentation that they will later present to various civic groups to educate people on the need for affordable homes in the Fremont area.
Your input is needed to help make
the presentation both informative and
user-friendly.
Some of the presenters are John
Smith, Doug Ford, Sister Caritas
from the Sisters of the Holy Family,
Judy Zlatnik, Dr. Rajabally and
Marilyn Singer. We are the presenters, and you are our helpers to get
the information ready to go on the
road. Your input is valuable, so
please come out on the 29th and be
part of the action.
—-Marilyn
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It’s easy to JOIN the LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
Any person, man or woman, who subscribes to the purpose and policy of the League may join. To be a voting
member, one must be at least 18 years of age and a U.S. citizen
Annual dues includes membership in Local, Bay Area, California and National Leagues.
Make your check payable to: LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS and mail it with this form to:
LWVFNUC–MEMBERSHIP, P.O. Box 3218, Fremont, CA, 94539
_____ Individual Membership - $60_____Household - $90______
Donate to LWVNUC $ ____
Donate to Ed. Fund $_____
Total enclosed$________
Name(s)______________________________________
Address_______________________________________
Phone____________________
E-mail______________________
New Member_____
Renewal_____ Transfer
from_______________________
Dues and contributions to the League are not tax deductible. Contributions to L.W.V. Ed Fund are deductible to the extent
allowed by law. For more information, or for confidential financial dues assistance, please contact: Sarabjit Cheema—
sarabjitkaurcheema@yahoo.com

Mission Statement

The League of Women Voters of Fremont, Newark, and Union City, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active
participation of citizens in government, works to
increase understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

LEADING LADIES IN POLITICS

Victoria Woodhull In 1872, women were not allowed to vote. But
that didn't stop activist, businesswoman and spiritualist Victoria
Woodhull from running for president. Frederic Douglass, a former
slave, was her running mate.

Diversity Policy

LWVFNUC affirms its commitment to reflect the
diversity of our communities in our membership
and actions. We believe diverse views are important for responsible decision making and
seek to work with all people and groups who reflect our community diversity.

LWVFNUC Voter
Published 10 times a
year by the League of Women Voters
of Fremont, Newark and Union City.
PO Box 3218
Fremont, CA, 94539
510-794-5783
President:: Syeda Yunus
Treasurer: Carolyn Hedgecock
Editor: Vesta Wilson
Office Hours:
The LWVFNUC office address is:
3375 Country Drive
Fremont, CA
Materials are available 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM with
permission of a board member.

Granny D. In 2004, 94-year-old Doris Haddock, called
"Granny D," ran for senator of New Hampshire. Her unorthodox
campaign proved that you're never too old and it's never too
late to run for office.

Long before Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama, Shirley Chisholm
made a brave, albeit unsuccessful, bid for the U.S. presidency.
As an African American woman running in the 1970s, she knew
that she would lose; nevertheless she remained "unbought and
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WATCH VOTING MATTERS

Tune in to watch Judy Zlatnik interview Rich Godfrey and
Justine Burt. Topic: “Green Task Force”.
Fremont, Channel 29, every Wednesday at 7:30 PM
Newark, Channel 6, every Thursday at 7 PM
Union City, Channel 15, every Thursday at 9:30 PM

Visit our website:
http://www.lwvfnuc.org

CALENDAR
Thurs., Jan. 8

Action Committee meeting
Brown bag lunch

12:30 PM

Kay Emanuele’s home

Fri., Jan. 9

Education Committee Meeting

9:30 AM

Miriam Keller’s home

Mon., Jan 12

Potluck and Program Planning Meeting

6:30 PM

Syeda Yunus’s home

Wed., Jan. 14

Cable Taping

2:00 PM

Comcast Studios

Thurs., Jan 15

LWVFNUC Board Meeting

7:15 PM

Cultural Arts Center

Thurs., Jan. 29

Affordable Housing presentation to focus group of
League members

7:00 PM

Cultural Arts Center

Sat., Jan. 31

Bay Area League Day

9:30 AM—2:30
PM

Metro Center, Oakland
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