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March, 2009

Voter
The League of Women Voters
Of Fremont, Newark and
Union City

The League of Women Voters of Fremont, Newark and Union City presents

A Pro/Con Presentation on the
Death Penalty
Affirmative and Negative presentations will be made by Justin Chan
and Patrick Berger, members of the award-winning James Logan
High School Forensic team.
Speaking pro will be Assistant D.A. Angela Backers and speaking con
will be ACLU lawyer Natasha Minsker.

Monday, March 16
Fremont Main Library
7:00 PM

Moderator Pauline Weaver will facilitate the Q & A using written
questions from the audience.
The public is invited
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow Leaguers:
February 2009 finally brought a few drops of rain to our parched state, probably not enough to end the drought.
January ended with an outstanding program by the League of Women Voters of the Bay Area aptly entitled WATER: CALIFORNIA’S NEW GOLD. The bottom line of the messages from speakers was that we will need to
continue to conserve water and learn to make do with less. Our Action committee is planning on summarizing the
important points for the voter. Meanwhile, you can visit the Bay Area league’s website to get speaker presentation
materials.
The work now begins for the post-Proposition 11 implementation and the public has been invited to attend meetings by the State Auditor – a session is scheduled in the Bay area for February 27th in San Francisco. Locally, our
Action committee has been busier than bees with issues such as affordable housing, local transportation issues
and our monthly cable programs. The Action Committee recommended that the LWVFNUC Board support legislation to consolidate oversight of the local ground water. The Board voted to support this action.
We are also keeping an eye on the state, local and national budgets to see how these impact our community. I am
hearing rumblings that the people who took on redistricting reform will now be targeting reform in the budget approval process for the state of California – high time we did, wouldn’t you agree? Another urgent issue, in addition
to the deplorable condition of the economy and global warming, is health care. Too many people in the US do not
have healthcare or have inadequate healthcare. Our League continues to work with other Leagues to address this
issue.
We have some interesting programs coming up in the months ahead. In March we have a forum and training on
alternatives to the death penalty. I urge you to attend as the information is eye-opening. In April 2009 we will be
holding our consensus meetings on the National Popular Vote Compact study. Our voter has already featured
some of the required background reading and we hope you will attend to provide your input on this important topic.
We are also looking for speakers for our annual meeting – if you have someone you would like to recommend –
please write/email us this information.
—-Syeda Yunus, LWVFNUC President

The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement. Join LWV and be
directly involved in shaping the issues that keep our community fair, vibrant and strong.

BOARD BRIEFS
At the February 19 Board Meeting the board
Ź heard that we now have 129 members,
Ź plans the following programs: March, Capital Punishment, featuring the James Logan High School
Forensic Team.April, National Popular Voter for President, May, possible eduation meeting
concerning high school and college/university coordination of classes,
Ź voted to donate $100 to the Logan High Forensic Team,
Ź discussed a list of possible fundraisers,
Ź heard that all Board and Off Board members should review his or her job desriptions and add their
new duties,
Ź discussed who is responsible for keeping various parts of the web site up to date,
Ź voted to support the ACWD bill, S133 and
Ź discussed the need to buy a projector for presentations.
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ACTION COMMITTEE
At the February Action Committee meeting Miriam reported about the successful Bay Area League Day that featured speakers talking about Delta water. There will more information about the forum on LWVBA’s web site.
Google Pacific Institute for good information about water issues research and also Delta Vision for materials on
the state report. Our own Susan Gearhart did a great job organizing the speakers for the forum.
For those interested there will be a training for alternatives to the death penalty on April 19th in Hayward from 15 PM. Check with Marilyn Singer for details. The Guide to Government is ready for the website. Unfortunately
Washington Hospital did not respond about putting personal emails in the guide and on their website. Dr. Nicholson was going to bring this up to their board.
Action Committee decided to recommend to the board that our League support legislation to consolidate oversight of local ground water. Tri-city Ecology and the ACWD support this change along with the three cities. Paul
Piraino, ACWD manager asked for League’s support.
As of the time of our meeting Jean reported that the State had not solved the current budget crisis. CA’s credit
rating is the lowest of any state in the nation.
The Highway 84 cross-over, undecided for 12 years, seems to be on a path to resolution.
For anyone interested there is a map of Shinn Junction on the COF’s website. It would be an expensive solution
for intersecting modes of transportation. We will contact Rep. Stark’s office to see what in the region is ready for
construction so we might support it if it is contained in the federal stimulus package.
In the area of housing and redevelopment, Eden Senior Housing on Peralta and Allied Housing on Main Street in
the Irvington district have been approved. Fremont’s old corporation yard is on hold until the redevelopment issue
is solved. The Fremont Housing Element goes to the Planning commission on 2/12. We discussed mobile home
parks, especially Besaro. Sam and Andrea will do some research on the issue for next month’s meeting. This is a
complicated issue with owner property rights competing with the rights of the residents.
Ohlone enrollment is up 11%. Our May general meeting will feature the interface between High schools and colleges. Ohlone has 11-12% GF money in reserves. They are hoping that they will be off warning status with their
accreditation in October. They are not taping their workshop meetings.
Upcoming interviews with state representatives and further interviews with those elected and re-elected offer opportunities for our League members to participate.
We made a list of possible Annual Meeting speakers. If you have an idea for a great guest speaker, let us know.
Our next Action Committee meeting will be on March 5th, 12:30 at Kay Emanuele’s.
—-Alex Starr
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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It’s easy to JOIN the LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
Any person, man or woman, who subscribes to the purpose and policy of the League may join. To be a voting
member, one must be at least 18 years of age and a U.S. citizen.
Annual dues includes membership in Local, Bay Area, California and National Leagues.
Make your check payable to: LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS and mail it with this form to:
LWVFNUC–MEMBERSHIP, P.O. Box 3218, Fremont, CA, 94539
_____ Individual Membership - $60_____Household - $90______
Donate to LWVNUC $ ____
Donate to Ed. Fund $_____
Total enclosed$________
Name(s)______________________________________
Address_______________________________________
Phone____________________
E-mail______________________
New Member_____
Renewal_____ Transfer
from_______________________
Dues and contributions to the League are not tax deductible. Contributions to L.W.V. Ed Fund are deductible to the extent
allowed by law. For more information, or for confidential financial dues assistance, please contact: Sarabjit Cheema—
sarabjitkaurcheema@yahoo.com

Mission Statement

The League of Women Voters of Fremont, Newark, and Union City, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active
participation of citizens in government, works to
increase understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Diversity Policy

LWVFNUC affirms its commitment to reflect the
diversity of our communities in our membership
and actions. We believe diverse views are important for responsible decision making and
seek to work with all people and groups who reflect our community diversity.

LWVFNUC Voter
Published 10 times a
year by the League of Women Voters
of Fremont, Newark and Union City.
PO Box 3218
Fremont, CA, 94539
510-794-5783
President:: Syeda Yunus
Treasurer: Carolyn Hedgecock
Editor: Vesta Wilson
Office Hours:
The LWVFNUC office address is:
3375 Country Drive
Fremont, CA
Materials are available 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM with
permission of a board member.

NOTABLE WOMEN IN
HISTORY
JANE ADDAMS

Born in Cedarville, Illinois, Jane Addams was the eighth of nine children born into a prosperous, loving family. Although she was the
eighth child, three of her siblings died in infancy leaving only four to
mature. Her mother, Sarah Addams (née Weber), died from tuberculosis during pregnancy when Jane was just two years old. Jane's father, John H. Addams, was the President of The Second National
Bank of Freeport, the Senator of Illinois from 1854 to 1870, and
owned the local grain mill; he remarried when Jane was eight. Her
father also was a founding member of the Republican Party and supported Abraham Lincoln. Jane was a first cousin twice removed to
Charles Addams, noted cartoonist for The New Yorker. She was born
with Pott's disease which caused a curvature of the spine and health
problems for Jane throughout her life.
Addams' father encouraged her to pursue a higher education, but not
at the expense of losing her femininity and the prospect of marriage
and motherhood, as expected of upper class young women. She was
educated in the United States and Europe, graduating from the Rockford Female Seminary (now Rockford College) in Rockford, Illinois.
After Rockford, she spent seven months at the Women's Medical College of Philadelphia, but dropped out. Her parents felt that she should
not forget the common path of upper class young women. After her
father's sudden death, Jane inherited $50,000. In 1885, Jane set off
for a two year tour of Europe with her stepmother, returned home, and
felt bored and restless, indifferent about marriage and wanting more
than just the conventional life expected of well-to-do ladies. After painful spinal surgery, she returned to Europe again for a second tour in
1887, this time with her best friend Ellen Starr and a teacher friend.
During her second tour, Jane visited London's Toynbee Hall which
was a settlement house for boys based on the new philosophy of
charity. Toynbee Hall was Jane's main inspiration for Hull House.
I am not one of those who believe - broadly speaking - that women
are better than men. We have not wrecked railroads, nor corrupted
legislatures, nor done many unholy things that men have done; but
then we must remember that we have not had the chance. —Jane
Addams
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WATCH VOTING MATTERS

Tune in to watch Alex Starr host a discussion on Ohlone
College Guest: Dr. Gari Browning, President of Ohlone
College
Fremont, Channel 29, every Wednesday at 7:30 PM
Newark, Channel 6, every Thursday at 7 PM
Union City, Channel 15, every Thursday at 9:30 PM
Hayward, Channel 28, every Monday at 9:30 PM

Visit our website:
http://www.lwvfnuc.org

CALENDAR
Thurs., March 5

Action Committee

12:30—2 PM

Kay Emanuele’s home

Fri., March 13

Education Committee

9:30—11:30 AM

Miriam Keller’s home

Mon., March 16

Death Penalty Pro/Con Meeting

7:00 PM

Fremont Main Library

Wed,. March 18

Cable Taping

2:00 PM

Comcast Studios

Thurs., March 19

LWVFNUC Board Meeting

7:15 PM

Cultural Arts Center

Sun., March 22

Voter Deadline
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